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by-pass road is made we are reminded of this, since
its construction depends upon a bargain being struck
between the Ministry of Transport and the County
Council—but none is more important or attracts more
attention than education. If we omit private and
preparatory schools at one end of the scale and the
large public schools (expensive and perhaps influential,
but numerically insignificant) at the other, our schools
are all—in a different sense of the word—public.
Elementary (primary) schools have been so since 1870,
though the typical "Board School" of that era bore
very little resemblance to the scientific structures with
ample playgrounds built by the local authorities
nowadays. Secondary schools under public control date
only from the Act of 1902, under wiiich new local
schools have been founded, while many older grammar
schools have passed more or less into the hands of
a local authority, which now helps to finance them.
After 1919 a third type of school emerged between the
other two, the separate Senior School or (selective)
Central School, to which those elementary school
pupils \vho did not proceed to Secondary Schools were
drafted at the age of eleven—a system which was more
readily adopted in urban than in scattered rural areas.
This change was followed in 1944 by a new Education
Act, making great administrative changes and pro-
claiming the principle of "secondary education for all."
The public Primary School (as it is called in the new
Act) opens its doors to all at the age of five, and an
increasing proportion of its pupils will already have
been in attendance for a year or two at the optional
Nursery School. As from April 1947 education is
compulsory up to the age of fifteen, a figure which is
eventually to be raised to sixteen. The years after

